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5% By John], Flalka "% |

Washington Star Staft Writer

. The Nuclear Regulatory' Commis- .
sion has disclosed that there are top- -

secret government files on a case in-
volving ‘missing uranium that have.
been considered so sensitive. that
even the existence of the files was
classified secret. R
' Documents declassified and
released by the agency this week !
refer to files concerning the loss.of
paunds of highly. enriched
uranium, a loss that was discovered
in 1365 at-a-plant at Apollo, Pa., a:
town about 30 milés northeast :of
Pittsburgh. . .
. The secret files deal with the ac--
txvm?s of the company, the Nuclear .
‘and Equipment Corp, (NUMEC) and.
“the man who was then the company’s
president, Dr. Zalman M, Shapiro,.,
Accordifiig to. the. documents, the
files were jointly held by three-agen-

» CIA and the old Atomic Energy .Com-
Tmission; cx cfiadnin e T
The. CIA has recently indicated to
Investigators of a House Commerce
subcommittee that its contribution to
the files included circumstantial evi-
dence that indicates that the bomb--
grade uranium. may _have been di-
verted from Apollo to Israel: i
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;- ACCORDING “TO THE' documents
released this week, the NRC was ini-
tially denied- access to the secret.

files. despite the fact that the-agency |

-has the responsibility for safe uard-;
ig%he nation’s nuclear naterials, - ;= [

" - Thg documents state that Larry L,
“Rich; an official of the AEC’s succes-'
_sor, the Energy Research and Devel-.

“opment Administration, “told us (thé
"NRC) that this file could not be made;]
available to. us,: sinde, In his words,|
the file is intelligénce, not safeguatds::

information.” . e Ty
.'i The impasse was broken in carly
+1976 after William A, Anders, then
‘the head’of the NRC, protested and

brieling'by CIA and ERDA officials.
-onthematter, iv:se, e d d0dw g
+".. The documents staté that two days™
of briefings- occurred «In” February.:
‘1966 and that as a result “the com-.
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- that ‘there is no’evidente of -;ny‘
- diversion of material havin§_ ever oc-|
*curred’ without adding qualifications
“to such statements, i f it gl Do
“+-,This disclosure; rincludéd- In " an’
ZNRC memo previously:classified se-
{ ¢ret, may present Eurther’,p‘robl_ems_
ffor Lee W}:ﬂ_\'gos;sick; the NRC’s execu-
tive - director,” who told:.iwo .Holuse-
“gubcommittees last summer that'the
:NRC had “1i0 evidence"”’of any dnve{-_._
sglom, ovodtet i e T
""REP. MORRIS K. UDALL, chair--
“man of the House'Interior Commit-
t tee,-has charged that Gossick made;
“*'a. Serjous. misrepresentation of the.
“facts”s and asa'result the’ NRC's:
*inispector-general . has opened .an
vinvestigation of thematter.,. "% °¥
{5 Gossick and the NRC’s: inspector-',
general have been Invited tp further |
explain the” matter before Udall's!
‘ccommitteeon Feb. 14, ~i
", Officials of ERDA, which has been_
-veorganized into:the Department of
Energy, have made similar “no evi-
‘dence” statements and some of them :
‘have repeatedly denied tq reporters
that there was any secret CIA fileon
|Ap0n°. '.’;l. ,." S o
“ A press conference in August in-
volved this exchange between a re-
porter and ltlwo of Efff{D.A;s highest-
ranking intelligence officials: ,
"PEdward B. Giller {then ERDA's
“deputy assistant administrator for,
national security);:“Is there such a’
report?” - FU S T
Reporter:","\Vell,_'t,hats_my ques-
_‘ttipn.f - e AL TR S

e
At

1

R S ol e
Giller: ““Oh, you wereé asking me is

“there one. Are you asking me is the;e_ :

areport?”

© Reporter: ““The report of the CIA
“investigation, and are _any'of_. you

awareof it?" . .

Gitler: “If there Is a ClA ijépEirt.'I

_havenotseenit.”

I

“Gen, Alired D._Starbird (Giller’s !

"boss):
"Ed's.”

i The upshot of the disiosures by the |

"My answer is the 'same as |

!

- fnlssion hag not $aid since early 1976
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“NRC this week is that, while certain ;
files on NUMEC are still considered -
.top secret, %ovemment officials can
now acknowledge that they exist. = ;.

 Shapiro has persistenly réfused to :
make any comment on the matter to .
thepress. . | .- :
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